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B R I E F L Y  S P E A K I N G 

Our next General Membership Meeting 
will be Tuesday, April 14, 2009  

! 
6:30 p.m. Social  

7:00 p.m. Meeting  
   

The Mahoning Valley Historical SocietyThe Mahoning Valley Historical Society   
Speaker: Director Bill Lawson  

Located at: 

Harry Burt/Ross Radio Building  
325 West Federal Street 
Downtown Youngstown 

 
  

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER  

Bill Lawson is the Director of the Mahoning Valley 
Historical Society in Youngstown, Ohio, serving in 
that position since 1991.  He has been employed 
by MVHS in a variety of capacities since 1987.  
Lawson holds B. A. and M. A. Degrees in History 
from Youngstown State University.  He served as 
a Trustee of the Ohio Museums Association from 
1993 to 1995.  He served on the Board of       
Trustees of the Ohio Association of Historical  

Societies and Museums from 1997 to 2005, and was President of 
this Association from 2002-2003. 

Lawson is a graduate of the Leadership Mahoning Valley          
community leadership program. His community service also       
includes the Board of Trustees for First Night Youngstown, and   
annual alcohol-free, family oriented New Yearôs Eve event in  
downtown, the Board of Trustees of Wick Neighbors, Inc., a non-
profit development corporation spearheading new development 
initiatives in the Wick Avenue cultural district and Smoky Hollow 
neighborhood, working as a volunteer youth minister at his parish, 
St. Patrick Church of Youngstown, and involvement in the Alliance 
for Congregational Transformation Influencing Our Neighborhoods 
(ACTION), a faith-based community organizing initiative.  He has 
two children and lives in Youngstown. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

    The Junior League of Youngstown is an 

organization of women committed to 

promoting voluntarism, developing the 

potential of women and improving 

communities through the effective action and 

leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose 

is exclusively educational and charitable. 

 

 

The Junior League of Youngstown 
The Commerce Building, Suite 320 

201 East Commerce Street 

Youngstown, OH 44503 

Phone:  330-743-3200 

E-mail:  info@jlyoungstown.org 

Website:  www.jlyoungstown.org 
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President...............................Michele D. Grant 

President-elect..............Joanne Nohra Wagner 

Vice President.................Danielle Battafarano 

Recording Secretary.....................Amy Banks 

Treasurer..................................Robyn Gallitto 

 

 

Briefly Speaking is published for members of 

the Junior League of Youngstown.  The 

deadline for each edition is the first of the 

month.   

 

Tara Mady, Chair 

In-League Communications 

 

With special thanks to Susan Berny and 

Stephanie Olson, Sustainer Representatives 

 

Briefly Deadline: 

The first of every month! 

 

Information should be submitted via email 

with an attached file to tlmady@gmail.com. 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Hello everyone! 

 
It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of another Junior League year! 

What an awe-inspiring journey it has been.  A journey filled with challenges,        
triumphs and many inspiring success stories.  We have overcome what at first 
seemed to be insurmountable obstacles and moved the League forward with grace 
and a new found sense of purpose.   It has been my privilege to witness the 
women of the Junior League of Youngstown mature into outstanding leaders over 
the past seven months.  Bravo!  

I must also mention the 2009 Provisional Class and their incredible class project.  Their Easter Egg Hunt 
on March 28 at St. Maronôs Church is a shining example of the Junior League of Youngstown at its very 
best.  We are very proud of you!  The well planned and executed event included activities for over 50    
children, ages 3-10 and their parents and caregivers.  The project partnered with the Rescue Mission of 
Mahoning Valley, CASA, Children Service Board and Hope House Visitation Center.  The event included 
refreshments, the Easter Bunny, framed photos of all the children as well as smiles of delight on over 50 
tiny faces.  Kudos to Provisional Class members: Marion Dunham, Elizabeth Garono-Bourne, Shanna 
Glenellen, Megan Kaleel, Kelly Kiraly, Keisha Robinson, Sharon Schroeder, and Kera Thompson.  Also 
many thanks to their Provisional Chairs Anissa Modarelli and Shellie Sabel along with their Sustainer 
Representative Suzanne Fleming.  Job well done!   

Many thanks to Mark Russo, owner of Fantastic Fitness in Boardman, who has placed an ad in our   
newsletter this month!  After Dr. Shayestehôs inspirational presentation at the JLY March General      
Membership meeting, I think many of us are searching for ways to incorporate better nutritional and      
exercise practices into our busy lives.  We want to be the best we can be ï for our families, ourselves and 
our League!   Please support Mark and donôt forget that ads placed in our Briefly newsletter are a       
wonderful opportunity to financially support the Junior League of Youngstown. 

Technology has caught up with us and the JLY membership dues notices are being sent via e-mail this 
year.  Our new accounting system has automatically created invoices for each of our current members 
and this effort has been a tremendous cost savings for the League.  For our members who do not have 
email addresses, your invoice will be sent by regular mail.  The deadline for dues payment is June 15. 

In closing, I will be heading to the AJLI Annual Conference 
which will be held on April 22 ï 26 in Atlanta, Georgia.     
Junior League leaders from Canada, Mexico, the United 
Kingdom and the United States will gather for the           
Associationôs 87th annual conference.  We will celebrate 
the remarkable work of Leagues across the Association, 
share in stimulating workshops, and learn from each other 
as we network.  I canôt wait to share this exciting event with 
you in the May Briefly!   

Thank you for making the Junior League of Youngstown a 
tremendous success this year!   

Best wishes, 

Michele  



 
 

THE 2009 JLY PROVISIONAL CLASS THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  



 JLY PROVISIONAL CLASS PROJECT  

The 2009 Provisional Class hosted children from area social service agencies  
for a Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 28th at St. Maronôs Church in Youngstown.   

Pictured above is Jim Echement, collaborating partner from the Rescue Mission.   
He brought a van full of kids with him to the event.   


