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January Neighborhood 

Meetings 

January 10, 2017 @ 6.p.m. 

These hostesses have graciously 

agreed to hold the January 10, 2017 meeting at their homes.   

Please help us collect craft kits, hygiene products, books, puzzles, 

coloring books, markers, and more--For toddlers through teens! 
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Mission Statement 

The Junior League of Youngstown is an organization 

of women committed to promoting volunteerism, 

developing the potential of women and improving 

communities through the effective action and 

leadership of training volunteers.  Its purpose is 

exclusively educational and charitable. 

Briefly Speaking is published ten times per year for 

members of JLY.  The deadline for each edition is 

the fourth Tuesday of the month.   

Information should be submitted via email, as a 

Microsoft Word document, to Liz Kijowski at               

elizabeth.c.kijowski@us.pwc.com 

www.jlyoungstown.org 

 Liberty 

Hostess: Karen Abrams 

801 Mansell Dr., 44505 

*RSVP* 

Please RSVP to Paula by Janu-

ary 9, 2017 

maggiematune@gmail.com 

Poland 

Hostess: Barbara Banks 

3069 Algonquin Dr., 44514 

Canfield 

Hostess: Kelly Schuller 

7017 Southberry Hill, 44406 



Welcome to 2017!   

As we embark on the last half of the League year, I would urge 

everyone to take a step back and think about what The Junior 

League has to offer them. Leadership is a role that is generally not 

sought after, but it can make such a dynamic impact on both 

your life and the community. You may find yourself wanting to be 

part of leadership, but hesitant to take it on due to job or family 

commitments. The one thing I can take away most about The 

Junior League is the comfort in knowing you can never fail. We are 

all learning how to be a part of this organization, how we impact 

the community, how we will transition in to the future and we are 

doing it together as one. I know we are a small League, but we 

are definitely mighty. I want to thank all of you for roles you have 

played in this organization. Even if it is minor, it is still an important 

role and anyone considering a leadership role, I urge you to let 

2017 be the year you push yourself out of your comfort zone. You 

may be pleasantly surprised what is in store for you. 

 

Heather Elder 
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Please join us for a Done in a Day Event at the Red Door Café, 

at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Downtown Youngstown.  

Volunteers are needed on Sunday, January 29th from 10 a.m. 

until around 2 p.m.  Volunteers are needed to cook the meal, 

help server, and clean up.   To sign up to volunteer please 

email Paula Gilliam at pgilliam@amfam.com.   



Sustainers Corner  

 

Happy New Year to all!  If you received holiday presents that you doubt you will use, 

please consider donating them to the League, for the Pink Ribbon Tea raffle baskets.  Pam 

Nock and I are co-chairing the 2017 Pink Ribbon Tea Committee; the event will be held on 

Monday, August 21st at Stambaugh Auditorium.  If you have an item to donate, or if you 

are interested in serving on the committee, please give either of us a call. 

 

Thank you, again, to the Sustainers who agreed to host the January 10th Neighborhood 

Meetings – Karen Abrams, Barbara Banks and Kelley Schuler.   Your generosity in hosting 

the meetings is appreciated! 

 

If you have not yet responded to the League’s annual appeal, please consider doing so 

soon.  Sustainers provide significant financial support towards the League’s operations and 

training and education programs. 

 

Susan  
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2016-2017 General Membership Meetings & Done in a Days 

DATE 
LOCATION TOPIC DONE IN A DAY 

January 10, 2017 Neighborhood Meetings  

Hosted by Sustainers 

Group Discussion NEOAS - Collection at GMM 

 

Red Door Café—January 

29th at 10AM  

February 14, 2017 Youngstown Playhouse TBD TBD 

March 14, 2017 

*Bring A Friend* 

TBD TBD  TBD 

April 11, 2017 Canfield Library  Social Media TBD 

May 10, 2017 Annual Dinner TBD TBD 



Six Degrees of Junior League 

Page 4 

BRIEFLY SPEAKING 

 

Starting this month will we begin a new initiative called Six Degrees of Junior League.  In it we will 

ask leagues members to respond to a number of questions related to how they are affected by the 

league.  This initiative is to help us to know one another better and how we are connected to each 

other and JLY in six steps.  

This month’s questionnaire was completed by Paige Rassega.  Paige was 

recently honored with the volunteer of the year award for Big Brother / Big 

Sister of the Mahoning Valley, having been a Big Sister since 2011.   

 

1. What was your first volunteer experience? - My first volunteer experience 

was with Southern Care Hospice, volunteering in numerous long term care 

facilities in the Mahoning Valley. 

2. What is one thing that most people don't know about you? - I traveled to Dublin, Ireland on a 

Global Entrepreneurship Learning Experience while I was at YSU. 

3. What is your favorite saying or quote? - "We make a living by what we get. We make a life 

by what we give." - Winston Churchill 

4. Name one thing about the Junior League that has impacted you the most. – One thing about 

the Junior League that has impacted me the most is the continuous empowerment of women. 

It truly amazes me the resources, training, leadership, support, networking, and friendships I 

have gained through becoming a member. 

5. If you could try any other career, what would it be? – Elementary School Teacher. 

6. How do you think your volunteer experiences have shaped you as a person? - I have been a 

life-long volunteer, always looking for ways to give back. Being a volunteer has certainly made 

me more aware of what is going on around me as well as more aware of the impacts 

volunteering can make on a community, both small and large. The beautification of 

Youngstown is and continues to be a result of volunteer efforts. In addition, volunteer 

experiences has taught me to truly appreciate the little things in life. Furthermore, I have done 

things I never would have had the chance to do any other way. Honestly, I never thought I 

would have ever had the opportunity to help build someone a home to live in, but I have 

through my volunteer experiences. 

 

 



Page 5 

Volume 14, I ssue 5 



Page 6 

BRIEFLY SPEAKING 

December League Activities  

The Junior League hosted two events for members in December. The first event was a volunteer 

opportunity at the Second Harvest Food Bank where League members packed over five pallets of food 

that will be redistributed to various nonprofit organizations across the valley. 

The second event was a holiday social event held at The Blue Wolf Tavern and gift cards were collected 

for the Piggyback Foundation.  Even though the weather was not on our side that night we were still able 

to collect over $250 in gift cards.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Piggyback Foundation 

The Piggyback Foundation of Youngstown helps provide normalcy for children in families battling serious 

illness.   The illness can reside within a parent, sibling, or grandparent that lives in the home.   It does not 

have to be terminal, but indeed life-threatening.   The Piggyback Foundation "adopts" families for a year (or 

more - they can be renewed) after reviewing a short application and a vote of approval by the Board of 

Directors.   The service programs we provide are as follows: 

Kids Count:  Provides funding and coordination to enroll or continue children’s extra-curricular 

activities.   Piggyback covers not only fees, but equipment and supply needs as well.  

School Counts:  In a household that’s frenzied with stress, grades can drop quickly.   Piggyback Foundation 

will help coordinate or fund tutoring for children to ensure continued academic success.  

Family Counts:  There’s no substitute for time spent surrounded by the love of family and friends.   The Family 

Counts program provides funding for outings and events that promote togetherness and stress 

relief.   Whether it be bowling, restaurant dinners, or birthday celebrations, The Piggyback Foundation of 

Youngstown helps families forget their troubles – if even for a short time.   Holiday gifts and meals are also 

part of this program.  

As part of our Family Counts program, we hope to provide our three Piggyback-adopted families with gift 

cards to offset the costs of Christmas dinners.   We have provided this service for Thanksgiving meals, and 

our families are ecstatic!   We feel that there is a plethora of gift-giving trees, but the cost of the family meal 

can be overlooked.  We hope to fill that gap and ease the stress of such an important holiday ritual.  

As such, the most helpful contribution we can receive at this time is gift cards to local grocery stores.   Our 

families live and shop primarily in the Boardman and Youngstown areas.   They are:  

1.  A family of 6 - that includes 2 teenagers, an elementary student, Mom, Dad, and full time 

caregiver.   Mom suffers from terminal ALS.   

2. A family of 4 - Grandma and Grandpa have custody of a 3 year old and a 5 year old.   Grandpa suffers 

from severe heart disease and a host of other complications.  

3. A family of 5 - includes 1 teenager, a 6 year old, and a 4 year old, along with Mom and Dad.   The 6 year 

old boy battles cancer in this family  

 

You can find further information on our website:   http://www.piggybackyoungstown.com./   

http://www.piggybackyoungstown.com./
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Photos by: Anna Masi 

JLY Members at the Second Harvest Food Bank Boxes packed by the JLY Members 

JLY Members at  The Blue Wolf Holiday Social  



The Junior League of Youngstown 

The Commerce Building 

201 E. Commerce Street, Suite 320 

Youngstown, OH 44503 

Place  
Postage  

Here 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 

For our spring fundraiser! 

Saturday, April 8, 2017 

More details to follow.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


