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Mission Statement 
The Junior League of Youngstown is an organization of women committed to promoting 
volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective 
action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 
 
Briefly Speaking is published ten times per year for members of JLY.  The deadline for each 
edition is the first of the month.  Information should be submitted via email to Tara Mady at 
tlmady@gmail.com. 
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Good Works 
 
Eeeeeek!  Aunt Michele, thereôs 
hair in my food!  These words are 
probably, a cookôs worst               
nightmare.   Arms folded, my 
seven year old niece, glared at 
me. My mind went blank.  I 
blinked several times feeling    
embarrassment creeping in. It 
would have to happen on       
pancakes, Indiaôs favorite food.   I 

stared at the offending hair soaking in butter.  The 
wheels began to grind and churn.  My brain and 
tongue finally connected and I blurted out with a 
poker face, ñDonôt you know that is a sign of a good 
cook!ò  She looked at me skeptically, softening a   
little.  ñIt shows that the cook was really bustling and 
working hard in the kitchen. When a cook works 
hard, good things happen.ò, I explained looking wise 
and nodding my head up and down.  She waited for 
me to laugh, but when I didnôt, her pout disappeared.  
I breathed a sigh of reliefé..she bought it! 
 
Fast forward to Saturday, October 10

th
, the date that 

the Junior League of Youngstown would select the 
winning entries for its Passport to Prizes fundraiser 
at Jillianôs in the Southern Park mall.  I decided to 
take India.  Her mother met me at the door.  ñYou 
wonôt believe what happened last Sundayò, she said 
with a big grin.  ñWe were at a family dinner and 
someone discovered hair in their food.  The cook 
was so embarrassed!  India told her not to be       
embarrassed. Her Aunt Michele said it was a sign of 
a good cookéwhen a cook works hard, good things 
happen!ò  I beamed with pride and thought, raise up 
a child in the way she should go!  But I silently won-
dered did she have to use my name? 
 
In the car on the way to Jillianôs, I explained to India 
that we were going to a Junior League event.  ñAunt 
Michele, why are you always going to Junior 
League?ò  My mind went blank.  I knew this was a 
sound bite moment.  Whatever I said was sure to be 
repeated.  My thoughts raced.  How do I explain vol-
untarism, building better communities and promoting 
the potential of women.   I wanted her to sense my 
passion for serving others and the commitment of 
learning to work well with others for a common 
cause.   I  wanted  her  to  know  that it was worth the  

 
 
long hours away from family and friends.  I explained 
that the Junior League does good work.  We help 
others.  We meet new people and learn to work well 
together to do new things.  We try to make our    
community a better place and as a result, good 
things happen! 
 
If you missed the event at Jillianôs, you missed a 
treat!  It truly was family oriented filled with Junior 
League moms, dads, family members and a host of 
kids!  The 2009 Passport to Prizes offered ten prizes 
with a combined cash value of over $8,500!   Liz 
Skeels, chair of the Passport to Prizes committee 
and her two energetic Passport teams raised over 
$14,000 to help support the Junior League of 
Youngstown.  I applaud Liz and every member of the 
Junior League of Youngstown who helped to make 
this wonderful fundraiser a tremendous success.  
First Year Active Marion Dunham was Queen of 
Sales (selling over $1,200 in Passports) and the 
grand prize winner of $1,500 in cash was Susan 
Stewart, JLY Fund Development Chair.   India and I 
had loads of fun playing basketball, bowling and 
board games.   I won a beautiful handmade quilt.  To 
view some wonderful pictures of the Jillianôs party, 
please visit  http://www.j lyoungstown.org/
passport_2009.htm on the JLY website. 
 
On our way back home, India clutched her bag of 
goodies filled with prizes she had won at the event.  
ñGuess what Aunt Michele!ò she gushed.  ñWe did 
some good things today.  I met some nice people.ò  
She thought for a moment.  ñAunt Michele, I had fun.  
I like Junior League!  When you work hard in Junior 
League, good things happen ï right?ò  I nodded and 
beamed with pride.  Mission accomplished! 
 

Michele  
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Marion Dunham has generously offered  JLY     
members a way to raise money for the League 
through her candy business.  For any order placed 
by a League member, Marionôs Pretzels will donate 
10% of total sales to the JLY.  Marionôs Pretzels   
specializes in custom items for any occasion,         
including caramel and nut pretzels, caramel apples 
with various toppings, candy nuts or gift baskets.  

Orders can be personalized with tags, flowers or   
custom ribbon. 
 
Marion will host an open house on Friday,             
November 20  from 4-8pm; her address is 6671  
Sturbridge Place in Poland.  Items will be available 
for purchase and orders will be taken.  For more   
information or to place an order now, contact Marion 
at 330-507-5286. 
 
 
 

Cookie Lee Jewlery Fundraiser  
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Melanie Angiuli will be holding a Junior League 
Fundraiser at Melissa D'Apolito's house on        
Thursday, December 3 from 6:30-8:30 pm.  She is 
a consultant for Cookie Lee Jewelry and will have a 
holiday open house jewelry party.  Melanie will      
donate 20% of all profit back to the Junior League 
and if someone books a show that evening they will 
receive 50% off their highest priced item and she will 
donate $15 back to the League.   
 
Melissa's address is 36 College Poland, 
Ohio.     People should park in the Poland Middle 
School parking lot across from her house.   
 
Invite friends and please RSVP to Melanie at 330-
318-3512 or osu16aopi@aol.com. 

 


